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This bulletin presents news and opinions of the staff 
of Project Brave of the St. John Valley in northern Maine. This issue 
contains geographical and historical infornation concerning the 
region of the St. John Valley and along the Acadian Trail. Included 
are many photographs of that area. (SK) 
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ST. JOHN VALLEY BILINGUAL EDUCATION 
TITLE VII STAFF 

Omer Picard, Director 
Gil Hebert, Evaluator 
Norman Dube, French Specialist 
Sr. Shdron Leavttt, Curriculum Specialist and Brave Bulletin Editor 

Our heartfelt thanks go to Miss Martlne Pelletler of Van Buren, 
for her advice on compiling the historical facts In this booklet. 



The project presented or reported herein was performed pursuant to a Grant from the 
U. S. Office of Education, Department of Health/ Education, and Welfare. However, 
the opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the position or policy of the 
U.S. Office of Educotlon, and no official endorsement by the U.S. Office of Education 
should be Inferred. 



RIVER ROUTE 



This route runs from Edmundston, copltal of the legendary ''Republic of Mada>ya$ka" 
(and Maine's Madowasko) south to the sea and city of St« Jchn, B. The Ktver Route 
follows the beautiful^ scenic St. John River/ known os the "Rhine of America," which 
was a highway for the Indians and once the main artery of commerce. 



ACADIAN TRAIL 

The Acadian Trail winds through farming and fishing communities largely populated 
by descendants of early Acadian and Canodlan settlers. These people colled the (and 
Acadia « They were dependent oh the harvest of land and sea and settled along the coast. 
They brought their language, culture and architecture, traces of which can still be found 
In the St. John Valley and along the Acadian Trcl I / 

S AMUEL de CHAMPLAIN 

On June 24, 1604, St . John the Baptist day, Samuel de Champlaln first explored the 
mouth of the St, John River, whence Its name. Today, off Charlotte Street In St. John, 
N, B., stands a statue of Champlaln which was erected !n 1904, celebrating the trl- 
centennial of the discovery of the St/ John River. The right arm of the statue points 
towards the estuary of ihe river and the Reversing Pells k^ap!ds. 



LE GRAND DERANGEMENT . 

The events of the 18th century made outcasts of the Acadian people . The temis of 
the Treaty of Utrecht of T713 gave Cape Breton island and Prince Edward Island, but ceded 
all of Nova Scotlo (then called Acadia) and Its former bouridarfes to England. This Treaty 
stated that the Acadlans were . , to remove themselves within a year to any other 
place, as they shall see fit . « , The British contlnuolty plagued the French settlers 
with the question of an oath of allegiance which they wanted the Acadlans to take. The 
Acadlans did not v^tant to join forces against the French, so they persisted In their neu- 
trality. 

In the fall of 1755 came the final blow — "Le Grond Derangement." From then on 
the entire North American continent received wandering groups of Acadian refugees 
forced by England from their homeland. 

On foot, for the most port, a small number of Acodlors managed to come back to 
regions close to their beloved Acadia. Following Is o pictorial essay of the regions of the 
St. John Valley of Northern Maine <md of some of irhe Maritime Pro, Inces of New Bruns- 
wick and Nova Scotia where the Acadlans resettled. 
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The Sh John became fhe boundary line between 
the U*S, (left side of photo) and Canada (right 
side of photo) In 1842 • 




Fort Kent Block House (1B39) was 
built because of boundary disputes 
settled by the Treaty of Washington 
(the Webster- Ashburton Treofy) and 
stated that the St, John Rtver becomo 
the boundary line between fAalne and 
England (now Canada) « 
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A typical potato house located In St. Agatha, 



$t ♦ Lu ce Church , Upper Fren ch vl lie/ was the 
location of the first mission church of the St* 




A very old buckwheat mill of Frenchvll!e^ which 
turns out the flour for the region's favorite pon- 
cake, "les plogues." 
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Journey by canoe from Sf. BostI fo 
,St, Oovid made In 1971 to commem- 
orate the original trip and landing q- 
long the St. John River !n 1785; " 



This cross commemorates the landing 
of some of the first Acadlans on A- 
mertcon soli In 1785. 




St. David parish church celebrates 
Its centenary In 1971, 



Centenary coke Is made and deco^ 
rated for the celebration. 



Tht$ log cabin wa$ completed ond 
dedtcQfed for the centennial celebra- 
tlon of St. David. 




local strummers supply the back- 
ground music for square dancing, 
gomes and other celebrations. 




Potatoes still flourish on the fertile 
land of the beautiful St, John River 
Valley. 



BERCEAU do 



fAADAWASKA 




A section of the St .Basil cemetery Is dedicated to the region's 
ancestors who arrived In 1785. Crosses are Inscribed with the 
names of the first families to settit) In the Valley. 




Replica of the first Ghapel of St. 
Basil which was built in 1786. 
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Antique hearth and grindstone 
found In the shed pictured below* 



THE STORY OP OUR BELL 



Tlie bell which beckons u$ to prayer daily 1$ also the first bell to have rung out In the 
^^Republto of Madawoska," No one knows for sure when ft wos first heard In St. Baslte. 
The bork*covered chapel of 1787 had no bell • According to Father Albert, the church of 
1793 did not have a steeple, but was surmounted by o cross. 

However, In 1803, M$gr» Denant requested the completion of the church In St .Basile. 
Soon of^er, the fodowtng ot locations are written Into the parish ledger: wood for steeple, 
August, 1806, 3 shillings; cable for the bell, 1809, 1 shilling, 6 denlers. 

From this. It Is assumed that our bell first rang from the rusttque belfry of St •Baslle . 
Church sometime during the first decode of the 19th century. 

It Is known that the bell was given to the parishioners of St, Bruno In 1838. It wos a 
part of their liturgical life until 1873 when the smoll Allendale Church was replaced by c 
larger one on the present site (Violette Brook) • 

The bell was moved In 1885 to the new chapel of St. Joseph Church In Hamlin. In 
September of 1925 It wos returned to Allendale where It wos used as a school bell at 
Chomploln School. 

For a while the bell was silent. It chimed temporarily during the Centennial of St. 
Bruno Church In 1938. 

Our bell has served Its spiritual and educational purpose and )$ now retired . The 
sisters of St. Bruno, who were confided the core of this historical bell, have loaned the 
bell In the log cabin of the St. David Museum In the safekeeping of the Madawaska His- 
torical Society. 

A LA CLOCHE DE NOTRE COUVENT 
(Written by a Sister of St. Bruno Convent, Von Buren) 




Voix tutelolre 
Et solitaire 
Du sonctuaire 
De men couvent 
Vers la Patrle 
L^ame ravle 
Guide ma vie 
A tout moment I 



Voix grave et pure 
Ton doux murmure. 
Sous la tolture. 
Met en nos coeurs' 
Pes metodtes . . • 
Des litanies . . • 
Des ele'gles , • , 
Des chants berceurs! 
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site of fhe ortgtnol St, Bruno 
Church located in Keegon. In 
1838, St , Bruno pdrUh was the 
first official parish orgoni zed Jn 
the St, John Valley, 




St. Mory*s College/ Van Buren, Molne/ was founded fn 
1884 by the Marlst Fafhers. Regulor classds begarv In 
1887. The college remained active until 1926, 




111 




"French ViMage, " or Klngsclear^ 1$ 
an early Acodlan Mission. It U now 
a Mal6clte Mf$$ ton . This church con** 
totns f he "cloche de Meductlc^> o 
gifr of King Louis XV after the fall of 
the French regime* 




" ''•■xwMm....... 



ilip 



entrance of the mission church. 



St. Anne 1$ fhe pcilFf^f)S^|s of the Mai- 
ectte Mtsslcn. 



RIC 
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Fredertc^on (formerly Salht-Anne), Is the 

capital of the Province of New Brur»$w!ck. Pictured 

(s the Parliament budding. 





FRENCH SCHOOL. French citizens 
of Frederlcton hove established tem- 
porary quarters for their private 
French school In a vacant army bar- 
racks. 

GhrUr Church, 
Anglican go^htc caJhedral , 




Polnftng cdmrneinoroflfig landing of fhd LoyqU 
hhdt Saint John, N.B,, May 18, 1783. 
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The Reverting Falls mark the spot where the St, John fchahges 
directions In St. John/ New Brunswick. 




Martdllo Tow6r Is a fortress built In 
1812 . Todoy It houses a museum of 
effects, uniforms, cannonades and 
muskets. 




G. E. Bdrbour General Store con- 
tains a collection of authentic goods 
and utensils displayed for viewing In 
0 restored (1867) General Stqf<|> 
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PORT ANNE (AHHapolis Royal, Noi4 Sfotia) 



Fort Anne wos bufit by cJ^Aulnay de Gharnlsdy 
around the year t635# The nome was chonged 
from Annapolis Royal In honor of Queen Anne 
of England. 







The oldest "Hobttatfon" butlf fey whUes 
north of the Gulf of Mexico. Replied 
of Champlaln's Hobttatleh of 1605. 



LOVISBOVRG, Nopa Smia 




; Reconstructedl Gbafeou of St • Louis 
(eorly residence of the French Governors) , 





Fortresi 6f U\jt$bourg, 
Chateau St ♦ Lou fs 




Servants' quarters 
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KtngS Basflon, buKt In 1720 by 
France to guard the mouth of the St. 
Lowrence. 



"Ma0a$ln General/' chief s^orehouse^ 
for government supplies. 
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Museum-Cbdpel containing the stotue of the 
Assumption by Padoue (Italian) , 
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L'ISTHMB d( CHlGNBCTOUt 
Fort Boau$o|our Auloc {New Brun$wlck) 





L'lLE du CAP-BRETON 



TRACADW 
(Named b>^ Champldtn In 1686) 




Painting of fevangdiind and Gabriel 







ispDiriifii 





Moncton wo$ named after General Moncfon who was responsi- 
ble for the corrytng out of the "Great Dispersion'^ (le Grand 
Derangement) of the Acodlons* 




llfSii:;;;;' 



pi 

lis 

liii 
itf 
lit 



ACADIAN - HISTORVrnV^VEL - COURSE 

The Caraquef Acadlon Museum forms the background for ^he obove group of people Ir^- 
volved with the Follow-Through staff of School Administrative District *24 of Van Buren. 
A full week of travel over some 1,550 miles was enjoyed as the major spots Involved with 
Acadian History were visited. 
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